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If you are looking for a flowering shrub as the dogwood blossoms begin to fade, look to another white-flowered plant, the viburnum.  Viburnums have been used in American landscapes for years and some can look very much like a dogwood when in bloom. 

Viburnums are dependable and interesting in all seasons of the year. If you select the right species you can have a wealth of fragrant white flowers in the spring, glossy green leaves during the summer, attractive autumn foliage, and bright-colored fruits in late summer and fall. 

Viburnums are sturdy shrubs, easy to grow and most are hardy throughout Virginia. Viburnums are virtually pest free, with many species having no disease or insect problems of note. 

Viburnums can be used as specimen shrubs or small trees or in border plantings as they range from small to very large. Choose those that fit your space limitations. If properly located, the shrub should need only moderate pruning to retain a desirable form. 

Viburnums can be used to attract wildlife such as birds and small mammals because of the abundance of fruit produced on each bush. Plant viburnums in well drained fertile soil and use wood chip mulch or other organic material extending several feet from the base to conserve soil moisture and help suppress weed growth. 

The doublefile viburnum (V. plicatum tomentosum) is one of the most impressive of the group. In mid-May, large white flowers are produced in flat clusters, along horizontal branches somewhat like a dogwood. The name "doublefile" comes from the horizontal branching habit. The leaves lay in a horizontal plane, and the flowers are arranged on top of the leaves.  It grows eight feet tall with a slightly larger spread. In the fall the foliage changes to a bright red and is accompanied by attractive red fruit that gradually turn black. 

The Koreanspice viburnum (V. carlesii) is a favorite because of its fragrant spring flowers. The white flowers emerge in late April to early May followed by red to black fruit from August to September. This dense shrub is usually rounded with stiff, upright spreading branches. It normally reaches a height of four to five feet with an equal or greater spread. 

For a large tree-like viburnum to use as a specimen, select the Blackhaw (V. prunifolium). It grows 15 feet tall and has attractive white flower clusters in mid May.  In the fall, shiny red leaves contrast with blue-black fruit. 

Low-growing forms of viburnums include the compact European Cranberrybush (V. opulus 'Compactum'), which grows only five feet tall with good flower and fruit production even when young. A dwarf cultivar, (V. opulus 'Nanum'), seldom exceeds two feet and does not produce flowers or fruit. These low species are useful as hedge plants. 

There are many more varieties of viburnum available. Visit a local nursery or arboretum to see what is out there that will perform well in your area.  

For more information about landscape topics contact your local Virginia Cooperative Extension office. The local Virginia Cooperative Extension office numbers are Albemarle 872-4580, Fluvanna 591-1950, Greene 985-5236, Louisa 540-967-3422, and Nelson 263-4035.
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